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Main Street High School
Sample Induction Ceremony Script

A table on the stage is set with five candles. To the left of the stage, a skirted table is set with recent chapter scrapbooks and team awards from the previous year. Members walk onto the stage while music is played.

Sponsor (or Chapter President): Please be seated.

Welcome to tonight’s induction ceremony for the Main Street High School chapter of the National Speech & Debate Association. My name is Jane Johnson, and I am the sponsor of the Main Street High School speech and debate team. 

I have the pleasure of working with the students you see before you as they grow into effective communicators, ethical individuals, critical thinkers, and leaders in our society.  I also have the good fortune of working with many other people whose support is critical to the success of our team. Many of them are present tonight. As I call your name, please stand and be recognized.

RECOGNIZE ADMINISTRATORS AND SPECIAL GUESTS.

Tonight’s ceremony will recognize new members and commission them to uphold the honor society ideals of our chapter. Our chapter is part of the National Speech & Debate Association, an organization whose mission is to promote high school and middle school speech and debate activities as a means to develop a student’s essential life skills and values. As one of the nation’s oldest and largest speech and debate honor societies, the National Forensic League Honor Society has encouraged participation in speech and debate activities since 1925. 

The Main Street High School chapter of the National Speech & Debate Association was chartered in 1951 to ensure that students of our community had access to the life-changing benefits of speech and debate education. Since that time, our program has produced more than 60 state qualifiers, 20 national qualifiers, and five Academic All Americans. We have also produced more than a dozen state champions, including Hannah Grace in Prose Interpretation just this past year. 

More important, our chapter has educated and trained a number of people who went on to become leaders in our community and nation. Among our chapter alumni are doctors, lawyers, businessmen and women, and educators. They all leave a legacy of which we remain proud.

Tonight’s speaker is a 1990 graduate of the Main Street High School League program. John Roberts competed in Extemporaneous Speaking and Lincoln Douglas Debate before graduating with a degree of Distinction. He went on to attend State University, majoring in economics, before assuming the role of Director of Strategic Planning at Corcad Industries in Springfield. Today, John is Vice President of Corcad Industries, which endeavors to ensure that companies both here and abroad have the design and logistical support to thrive in a global community. In addition to his work with Corcad Industries, Mr. Roberts is an active member of the American Legion and the immediate past president of the Springfield Chamber of Commerce. Please join me in welcoming, Mr. John Roberts.

JOHN ROBERTS SPEAKS.

Sponsor: Thank you, Mr. Roberts.

Mr. Roberts has built a legacy by pursuing excellence in business. Similarly, both tonight’s inductees and current team members commit to excellence both in and beyond the classroom.  

The membership of the Main Street High School chapter of the National Speech & Debate Association is dedicated to the highest standards of integrity, humility, respect, leadership, and service. Our chapter officers will review these qualities for tonight’s guests.

One by one, five chapter officers (or seniors) light a candle onstage. After he/she lights a candle, he/she explains the meaning of a tenet of the code of honor.

First Speaker: I represent integrity. A National Speech & Debate Association member obeys the highest ethical standards and adheres to the rules of the League. National Speech & Debate Association members recognize that integrity is central to earning the trust, respect, and support of one's peers. Integrity encompasses the highest regard for honesty, civility, justice, and fairness.

Second Speaker: I represent humility. A National Speech & Debate Association member does not regard him or herself more highly than others. Regardless of a person's level of success, he or she always looks beyond oneself to appreciate the inherent value of others.

Third Speaker: I represent respect. A National Speech & Debate Association member respects individual differences and fosters diversity. He or she promotes tolerance, inclusion, and empowerment for people from a variety of backgrounds.

Fourth Speaker: I represent leadership. A National Speech & Debate Association member influences others to take positive action toward productive change. League members commit to thoughtful and responsible leadership, which promotes the other core values in the National Speech & Debate Association Code of Honor.

Fifth Speaker: I represent service. A National Speech & Debate Association member exercises the talents he or she has been given to provide service to his or her peers, community, and the League. At all times a League member is prepared to work constructively to improve the lives of others.

Sponsor: I will now lead the new inductees in taking the National Speech & Debate Association Oath. Members, please stand. (Pause as students stand.) Please raise your right hand and repeat after me:

As a member of the National Speech & Debate Association
I pledge to uphold 
the highest standards of integrity, 
humility, 
respect, 
leadership 
and service 
in the pursuit of excellence.

Sponsor: You may be seated. At this time, I would like to announce the 2012-13 officers for the Main Street High School chapter of the National Speech & Debate Association. Officers play a vital role in the success of our team. They are called to put the needs of the chapter before their own, and model the National Speech & Debate Association Code of Honor to its highest degree.

Officers, as I call your name, please stand.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS.  

Sponsor: Officers, as you assume your responsibilities for this coming year, you bear a special burden to uphold the honor society tenets of our chapter. Younger members will look to your example as they decide how to live, compete, and serve. Are you willing to go above and beyond what’s required to fully embody the National Speech & Debate Association Code of Honor? If so, please say, “we do.”

Officers: We do.

Sponsor: At this time, I would like to recognize a number of outstanding students in our chapter. Through their work ethic, positive attitude, and achievement, these students have demonstrated what it means to be a member of the National Speech & Debate Association.

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS (IF DESIRED).

Sponsor: This concludes our induction ceremony. Thank you for coming tonight. We tremendously appreciate your support. I invite you to join us in a reception in honor of our new inductees. Please help yourself to snacks and refreshments. I also encourage you to look over our team scrapbooks, available to the left of the stage, and learn more about our chapter history. If you have any questions, I or one of the chapter officers would be glad to speak with you.

Have a great evening! You are dismissed.
***Please see the resources “Induction Ceremony Program” and “Induction Ceremony Invitation” to complement this script template.
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